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Hua stayed a short time, then went back to the outer court
with Hsi-m&n Ch'ing. "Our late noble relative," he said to his
host, "when he was Governor of Kuang-nan, had some
gynura medicine. It is a certain cure for all those troubles
from which women suffer. If she takes five f£ns of it, mixed
with a little wine, it will stop that flow of blood. I know she
has this medicine.-Why has she not tried it?"
"She has tried it," Hsi-men Ch'ing said. "Yesterday the
Prefect Hu came to see me. I told him about her illness, and
he, too, told me of some medicine. That was white cockscomb
flowers. It is mixed with a little charcoal and taken with wine.
She took it, and, for a day, the flow of blood ceased, but the
next day it <jvas worse than ever."
"It is a very difficult case," Hua Tztt-yu said. "I think,
brother-in-law, that you would do well to look out for a coffin
for her, I will send my wife to see her to-morrow." He went
away.
While the nurse and Welcome Spring were changing the
bed for the Lady of the Vase, old woman FSng came. She
made a reverence, andoHeart's Delight said to her: "You
are a fine one, Mother Feng! You have never been near your
mistress and yesterday Master had to send for you. Lai An
said your door was locked. Where were you?"
"I can't tell you what a hard life I have," old woman Feng
said. "Every day I go to the temple for my religious devotions,
I set off in the morning and, for some reason or other, I never
get back till night. When I get home there is always some
priest to come and see me. Father Chang, or Father Li, or
Father Wang,"
"An old woman like you and so many priests to visit you!"
said Heart's Delight. "This is the first time we have heard of
Father Wang."
The Lady of the Vase smiled. "The old woman always
talks nonsense," she said.
Then Heart's Delight said; "Old woman, you refuse to
come when you are sent for. For the last few days my lady has
had nothing to eat and she has been terribly depressed. You
have only just come, yet you have made her laugh already. If
you will only stay a few days, I'm sure she will soon be better."
"Yes," old woman F£ng said, "I am a good doctor when it

